
 

 

St. Peter's 

Episcopal Church 
 

 

 

Please join us for online and in person worship 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

The Rev. Shawn Rutledge, Presiding 

Sunday, December 04, 2022 - 8:00am and 10:00am 



8 am is in person, rite 1, no music, out of the BCP.  
10 am is in person and online, rite 2, w/music. 

 

 

Go to: http://www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org/ to be directed to St. 
Peter's webpage for access to bulletins, Prayer Request forms and 

online worship videos 

 

Special Safety Notice:  
All are welcome to attend in person services. We do ask, if you are 

not vaccinated, that you please wear a mask while in the church 
buildings. 

 

Bulletins are provided at the service in 14pt. font. If you need larger 
font, you may print out a bulletin from home by going to the website 

(quick link button below) and scrolling down to below the picture 
where it says "Sunday Service Bulletin" on the left. 

Visit our website  
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Blue Christmas Service 

Wednesday, Dec. 21st at 5:30pm. 
 

Blue Christmas is a time when we can, with others, 
acknowledge the "blue" feelings we have at Christmas time, the 
reasons for them, and offer them to God. This service, which will 
take place on the longest night of the year, has been called the 
"long dark night of the soul" and "the winter of our discontent" in 
which memories of past experiences and the pain of present 
experiences can become overwhelming. For some, Christmas 
Day is the most difficult. For others, it may be Christmas Eve, or 
New Years Eve, or the beginning of another lonely New Year. In 
this service, we'll have some gentle Taize music, some readings, 
and some recognition that this is not always a season of joy for 
everyone, and a reminder that God is with us in our discontent 
as in our joy. We will invite you to reflect on the pain, the 
loneliness, and the sadness you may feel and offer it to God for 
healing and transformation. We pray that you will find hope and 



comfort in knowing that you are not alone. Always remember 
that God knows your pain and loves you unconditionally. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve &  
Christmas Day 
Services 
 

Christmas Eve service - 5pm 
12/24. 
 

Christmas Day service - 
10am 12/25  
(no coffee hour to follow) 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons and Carols 
Do you wish we'd sing more 
Christmas Carols during Advent? 
This is your chance to sing, sing, 
sing unto the Lord. We will have 
Lessons and Carols this year on 
Christmas Eve, starting at 4pm. 
You can stick around afterward to 
visit w/friends and then we will 
start our Christmas Eve service at 
5pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectionary Review 



An in-depth look at the coming week's Revised 
Common Lectionary from the Holy Bible. 

 

 

 

Join us In 
Person 

WHEN:    

Every Tuesday - at 
9am 

WHERE:   

Burton Hall - St. 
Peter's 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crafters Group Meeting Again 
 

The St. Peter's Crafters Group is meeting again in Burton Hall every 
Wednesday morning from 9am-11am EXCEPT for the first Wed. of 
each month. The next meeting will be Wed. December 14th at 9am.  
 

If you're interested in helping out, please contact Susanne Lieber: 
619-318-4063. 

 

 

 

Outreach Ministry 
 

Outreach is currently asking for donations to help our unhomed 
neighbors live through the cold weather. We are taking donations and 
giving them to the police department, who knows where the unhomed 
stay around and outside the community and gives these life-saving 
clothes and blankets to them directly. Currently we need: 

• New or gently used jackets, sweaters 
• New or gently used blankets & sleeping bags 



• New or gently used hats, scarfs and gloves 
 

Please place all donation items in the basket labeled "Outreach" in the 
narthex. Thank you! 

 

 

As with any ministry in the church, if you feel God calling you to 
become more active in the Outreach Ministry you can talk to Karen 
Perkinson at 520-518-5647, stop by the monthly meeting Tuesday, 
Dec. 6th at 10am, or talk to the Vicar to help you explore that call 
more fully.        

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 



The Prayer Shawl Ministry is meeting once again in person! The next 
meeting will be Saturday, December 17, 2022 at 9:30am in Burton 
Hall. Looking forward to seeing you all there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Daughters of the King 
Contact Helenor Webb to learn more about  

the Daughters of the King.  
If you would like the Daughters of the King to pray for you, 
please email: DOKPrayerRequest@stpetersepiscopalcg.org  

 

  
 

 

 

COVID, Flu and RSV Update 

December 1, 2022 

  

• The community level of Covid-19 in Pinal County has now risen to Medium 
Risk compared to a month ago. The number of hospitalized Covid patients 
has doubled to 12 in the last month at Banner/CG ICU and 608 patients are 
hospitalized in the County – a doubling in the last month.  

               ·        In the last month, the screening test positivity rate in Pinal County has 
                      doubled to 20% from 9%. Currently, new infections are running 110 new 
                       cases/daily in Pinal Co ¾ a 27% increase in Pinal Co in the last 2 weeks. 

mailto:DOKPrayerRequest@stpetersepiscopalcg.org


• In the US, 65% of all ages are vaccinated compared to the lower number 
(56%) for Pinal county. 93% of older than 65 yrs are vaccinated in the US 
compared to the lower number of only 79% in Pinal Co. and only 23% have 
received a booster resulting in a continued reservoir of residents at risk of 
infection.  If you haven’t receive a booster, please provide greater protection 
to yourself and your family and friends by getting one soon. 

·                                    An average of 1,855 cases per day were reported in Arizona in the last  
                      week.   Cases have increased by 21 percent from the average two weeks 
                      ago.  Deaths have increased by 21 percent in the state.   

• COVID BOOSTER: the new booster released in September that includes 
the Omicron variant are now available at your local pharmacies. Its very 
important that all receive the booster to prevent serious infection and reduce 
the risk of ICU admission. 

• FLU: This winter will offer a triple threat of infections since more people are 
interacting compared to last year during the pandemic (COVID, Influenza 
and RSV). Please consider receiving a Flu shot in the next coming weeks if 
you have not received one already.  Vaccination helps prevent infection and 
can also prevent serious outcomes in people who get vaccinated but still get 
sick with flu. THE CDC reports that nearly 1 million documented influenza 
infections have already occurred. For the 2022-2023 flu season, there are 

three flu vaccines that are preferentially recommended for people 65 years 

and older. These are Fluzone High-Dose Quadrivalent vaccine, Flublok 
Quadrivalent recombinant flu vaccine and Fluad Quadrivalent 
adjuvanted flu vaccine. They are easily available from your physician or 
local pharmacy.  

• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) – normally a virus that infects infants is 
causing a serious problem and risk of death in US older adults this 
winter. To protect oneself, please wear a mask and remain socially distant 
among crowds.  

 
 

 

 

 

Poetry Corner 
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Christmas Bells 

 
 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

And thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along 

The unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

Till ringing, singing on its way, 
The world revolved from night to day, 

A voice, a chime, 
A chant sublime 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

Then from each black, accursed mouth 



The cannon thundered in the South, 
And with the sound 

The carols drowned 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

It was as if an earthquake rent 
The hearth-stones of a continent, 

And made forlorn 

The households born 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 
 

And in despair I bowed my head; 
"There is no peace on earth," I said; 

"For hate is strong, 
And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The Wrong shall fail, 
The Right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

 

-- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
 

 

 

 

A Message from the Vicar 
 

This poem was written and published during the first Advent of the 
American Civil War, and while its context is specific, its message is 
also timeless and gospel centered. "God is not dead, nor doth He 
sleep; the Wrong shall fail, the Right prevail, With peace on 
earth, good-will to men". It's not that any one side in a human 
conflict will win, it's that in the end, God shall defeat Evil, the Son shall 
come again in Judgement, and Peace will reign over Creation. This is 
the message of Advent. This week we light the candle of Peace, and 
we hear Isaiah's vision of peace on God's holy mountain, and we wait 



in holy expectation (as all of Advent is an exercise in waiting) for 
God's peace to come into our hearts and our lives and our world. 
 

Here is a cover of this poem as a Christmas Song: "I Heard the Bells 
on Christmas Day" by The Civil Wars . 

 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Roll Call 
 

It's time to return to the Altar... 
If you've ever been in the altar guild, 
we'd like you to consider returning to 
this ministry! We know Covid changed 
a lot of things, but as we continue to 
regather, we need a few more folks to 
step up and help out around the altar.  
 

Since we've returned to the Common 
Cup during communion it would also 
be lovely if some folks wanted to sign 
up to be Chalice Bearers. 
 

Please contact Debbie Slaybaugh, 
our head of Altar Guild, or the Vicar if 
you feel called so to serve. You can 
reach Debbie 
at debjs1003@yahoo.com and the 
Vicar 
at shawn.rutledge@stpetersepisco
palcg.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Diocese:  
 

Dear Friends In Christ, 
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Recently, there has been a string of scam emails that are from "Bishop 
Reddall." these emails start with a simple message such as:  
"Good Morning! I hope you  are doing well. Are you less busy at the 
moment? I have a request for you and I want you to confidently 
handle it discreetly." 

 

If you reply to the email they will then ask you for money for the 
diocese, typically in the form of Amazon gift cards. DO NOT SEND 
THEM MONEY of any kind. 
 

How To Tell its a Scam: 

·    The email address is NOT the official email of Bishop 
Reddall, bishopreddall@azdiocese.org. Some of the Scammer 
emails 
include bishopreddallazdiocese@gmail.com, bishopreddall@
gmail.com, bishopazdiocese@yahoo.com, etc. 
  
·    There are spelling and grammar errors, or names misspelled 

  
·    The Rt. Rev. Bishop Reddall would never ask you for money 
directly, especially in the form of gift cards, money orders, or checks.  
  
If you receive an email like this please report it as SPAM or 
PHISHING. If you are unsure if the email is a scam or legitimate, then 
please email me directly at laurel@azdiocese.org and I can confirm 
it for you.  
  
We are looking into the security of our email accounts to try to prevent 
this kind of thing from happening again. Thank you 

  
Sincerely, 
Laurel Way 

Director of Communication 

The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona 
 

 

 

 

Do you have announcements? 
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If you have anything you'd like to share in this newsletter, for the 
good of the community, please reach out to Maryan at 520-836-
7693 maryan.gosselin@stpetersepiscopalcg.org or the Vicar at 

602-688-2273 shawn.rutledge@stpetersepiscopalcg.org  
 

 

 

 

Office Hours 

The Vicar will be in the office Tuesday through Friday next week 
between 8am and 3pm. 
 

Maryan, the office administrator, will be in Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Friday from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

 

You can reach Maryan at:  
Office: 520-836-7693  
Cell: 978-407-0798 

 

You can reach the Vicar, The Rev. Shawn Rutledge at: 
Office: 520-836-7693 

Cell: 602-688-2273 

Email: shawn.rutledge@stpetersepiscopalcg.org 

 

For Pastoral Care and Counseling, please call the  
Pastoral Care Line: 520-483-4288 

I may not see your call right away between the hours of 10pm and 
7am, but otherwise I’ll try and return your call or text within a few 
hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter's Episcopal Church 
704 E. McMurray Blvd. 

Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
520-836-7693 

stpeterscasagrande@gmail.com 
www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org 
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